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A. Opening Comments 

- Welcome 
- Disclaimer Statement 
 

B. About the author - Questlove (Ahmir Khalib Thompson) 
 

C. Answers based on Questlove’s perspectives and experiences 
- Questions about the book 
- Questions about the hip-hop development 
 

D. Final Thoughts 
-   Questlove’s storytelling is personal and thorough yet                                       
- Role of women remains marginalized 
- Hip-Hop is History is a deep dive 
- Revisit the hip-hop “classics” 
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Questlove’s “Credibility” as Hip-Hop is History Author 
 
Deep Roots in Hip-Hop Culture 

• Grew up in Phila., hotbed of hip-hop innovation (1980s &1990s) 
• Teenage DJ and drummer - experienced hip-hop firsthand 
• Peer to pioneers - Public Enemy, A Tribe Called Quest  

N.W.A. (Eazy-E, Dr. Dre, Ice Cube, MC Ren, DJ Yella)   
 

Co-Founder of The Roots 
• Highly respected and long-standing hip-hop band 

- Acclaimed for blending live instrumentation with hip-hop 
- Respect by both purists and mainstream fans 

• The Roots album - Things Fall Apart – a hip-hop classic 
 

Music Scholar and Cultural Commentator 
• Walking encyclopedia of music - soul, funk, jazz, and hip-hop. 
• Broad musical knowledge connects hip-hop to historical, 

political, and social currents. 
 

Collaborator and Influencer 
• Jay-Z, Erykah Badu, Common, D’Angelo, Kendrick Lamar, and 

many others.  
• Encyclopedic memory and deep understanding of music 

evolution. 
 
Pop Culture Authority 

• Brings hip-hop to mainstream TV (The Tonight Show bandleader) 
• 2022 Oscar-winning filmmaker:  

- Summer of Soul – 1969 Harlem Cultural Festival 



 
 
Questions About The Book 
 
1. What is the central theme of Hip-Hop Is History? 
The book explores hip-hop’s evolution from 1973 to 1997; it 
examines how cultural, social, and political events shaped the genre. 
Questlove offers very granular insights as both a fan of and a 
significant contributor to the development of hip-hop.  
Overall, Questlove argues that hip-hop is a historical force as much as 
an artistic one. 
 
2.How does Questlove explain the title "Hip Hop is History"?  
Questlove addresses the apparent ambiguity posed by the title.  
In one hand, Questlove offers hip-hop as a living, breathing 
expression of current culture that, through sampling, storytelling, 
fashion, and attitude, constantly pulls the past into the present.                                 
 
In the other hand, Questlove acknowledges that the era in which he 
came of age, has become history. 

• He laments the shift from grassroots, community-driven 
expression to corporate, globalized, formulaic product. 

• He charts how hip-hop evolved from block parties and 
boomboxes to fashion empires and Super Bowl halftime shows. 

• He critiques the loss of certain values including originality, 
authenticity, and social consciousness. 

 
Finally, with an amazing level of detailed storytelling the book is 
filled with iconic memories. The book is Questlove’s personal 
memoir of the genre he is passionately working to preserve.  
         
 



 
3. How does Questlove incorporate personal experiences into the 
narrative? 
As a musician and cultural historian, he shares firsthand accounts of 
meeting hip-hop legends, being influenced by golden-era hip-hop, 
and witnessing shifts in the industry. His very detailed storytelling 
blends academic analysis with deeply personal reflections. 
 
4. What is an example of the iconic memories shared by Questlove? 
Questlove recalls being present for a rare, early freestyle session       
between The Notorious B.I.G. and Tupac. Before their infamous 
rivalry, the two were actually friendly and collaborated.  
Questlove describes watching them go bar-for-bar, feeding off each 
other’s energy in a raw, unfiltered way.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Questions about Hip-Hop’s Development 
 
 
1. Why does Questlove focus on the period from 1973 to 1997? 
Questlove argues these represent hip-hop’s formative decades 
Birthplace: Questlove argues that these years represent hip-hop’s 
formative decades, from its birth in the Bronx to its dominance in 
mainstream music. The 1997 endpoint marks a turning point with the 
deaths of Tupac Shakur and The Notorious B.I.G., signaling the 
transition into a new era of commercialization and global influence. 
 
 
 
2. How does Questlove connect hip-hop to broader historical 
movements? 
He frames hip-hop as a response to systemic inequalities, drawing 
parallels to the Civil Rights Movement, Black Power, and economic 
shifts in urban America. The book highlights how hip-hop artists have 
historically functioned as both storytellers and activists. 

- Play a short clip (30 seconds) from a song like Public Enemy’s   
Fight the Power to illustrate his point. 
- Public Enemy’s Chuck D referred to hip-hop as the Black CNN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
3. What are some of the most significant milestones in hip-hop’s 
history, according to the book? 
Key milestones include: 

• The birth of DJ culture with Kool Herc’s block parties (1973) 
• First rap song to hit #1 on Billboard – (Sugarhill Gang’s "Rapper’s 

Delight," 1979) 
• The rise of lyrical storytelling - Grandmaster Flash & the Furious 

Five’s The Message (1982) 
• The golden era of innovation (late 1980s–early 1990s) with 

Public Enemy, Run-D.M.C., and A Tribe Called Quest 
• The emergence of West Coast gangsta rap (N.W.A.) and its clash 

with East Coast styles 
• Mainstream explosion with Tupac, Biggie, Jay-Z, and the 

dominance of labels like Death Row and Bad Boy 
• Tupac and Biggie’s deaths – 1996/1997 

 

 

 

 



         
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
4. What does Questlove’s say about the commercialization of hip-
hop? 
He critiques how corporate interests transformed hip-hop from a 
grassroots movement into a billion-dollar industry. While this brought 
success and visibility, he argues it also led to the dilution of its 
revolutionary spirit, shifting focus from social commentary to 
consumer-driven entertainment. 
 
 
5. What role did Technology play in hip-hop’s evolution? 
Questlove highlights how turntables, samplers, and drum machines 
(e.g., the SP-1200, MPC) revolutionized hip-hop production. He also 
discusses the rise of MTV, digital recording, and the internet, showing 
how technological advances continuously reshape the genre. 
 
 
6. What does Questlove say about regional differences in hip-hop? 
He breaks down how different cities cultivated unique sounds: 

• New York: The birthplace, emphasizing lyricism and boom-bap 
beats 

• Los Angeles: G-funk and gangsta rap narratives 
• The South: The rise of bounce, crunk, and the Dirty South 

movement (OutKast, UGK, No Limit, Cash Money) 
• The Midwest: Chicago’s house-influenced rap, Detroit’s 

underground scene, and Bone Thugs-N-Harmony’s fast flows 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
7. How does Questlove address the contributions of women in hip-
hop? 
He acknowledges pioneering female MCs like Roxanne Shanté, Queen 
Latifah, MC Lyte, Salt-N-Pepa, and Missy Elliott, emphasizing their 
influence despite often being overlooked in mainstream narratives.  
Questlove views Lauryn Hill as one of the most transformative figures 
in hip-hop history. He emphasizes that her artistry, particularly 
through The Miseducation of Lauryn Hill (1998), blurred the lines 
between rap and R&B in a way that was both deeply personal and 
widely influential. 
 
Of Mary J. Blige, Questlove underscores her role in creating the 
subgenre of "hip-hop soul." She was instrumental in merging the raw 
energy of hip-hop with the depth and emotion of R&B, effectively 
bridging two worlds. Questlove praises her collaborations with hip-
hop producers and how her music spoke to the struggles of urban 
life, relationships, and resilience. He credits her with influencing 
countless artists who followed, particularly those blending rap and 
singing in a way that remains dominant in today’s music. 
 
Final Thoughts on Female Contributions 
While Questlove acknowledges that women were often sidelined in 
hip-hop’s historical narratives, he insists that their impact was 
undeniable. Unfortunately, they receive little space in the book 
compared to their male counterparts. Questlove is not alone in this 
tendency—many historical accounts of hip-hop underrepresent 
female contributions. Questlove recognizes this issue, but the book 
falls far short in rewriting that imbalance.  
 
 
 



 
8. What is Questlove’s Perspective on Biggie & Tupac   

  

                                      
                         

• Biggie: A surprisingly warm, gifted storyteller who valued 
artistry, regardless of style. 

• Tupac: A lightning rod of emotion and activism, whose life and 
legacy remain unfinished conversations in hip-hop culture. 

• Questlove’s insights into their relationship: 
- Began with mutual admiration and camaraderie 
- Biggie asked Tupac to be his manager - Tupac advised him 
to remain with Sean “Diddy” Combs 
- Feud ignited when Tupac was shot in 1994 at Quad Studios 
- Tupac was convinced that Biggie and Combs were complicit 
- Biggie’s release of “Who Shot Ya?” seen as a taunt by Tupac 
- Feud escalated into East Coast – West Coast war 
- Questlove sees Biggie-Tupac deaths as one of hip-hop’s 
greatest tragedies 
- Questlove believes current feuds are “performative” 

 
 
 



 
Final Thoughts & Call to Action 
 

• Hip-hop is more than music—it’s a historical and cultural 
movement. 
 

• At its authentic core, hip-hop is a voice for marginalized 
communities. 
  

• Hip-Hop is History is highly recommended for people interested 
in the genre’s deep roots.  
 

• Hip-Hop Books by women authors “complete the story” 
1. "God Save the Queens: The Essential History of Women in Hip-
Hop" by Kathy Iandoli 
 - A landmark book that centers women in hip-hop history from 
pioneers like Roxanne Shanté and Salt-N-Pepa to Nicki Minaj and 
Cardi B. 

2. "When Chickenheads Come Home to Roost: A Hip-Hop 
Feminist Breaks It Down" by Joan Morgan 
  -This classic coined the term hip-hop feminism and tackles the 
contradictions of being a feminist who loves hip-hop 

• Watch The Hip-Hop Evolution series on Netflix 
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